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St. Casimir
1458–1484  •  Poland

St. Casimir was the son of the king of Poland and had a great love for Jesus. As 

a young boy, he would think of how Jesus had suffered and died for him on 

the Cross, and so Casimir would also offer up his own sufferings to Jesus. Even 

though he was the king’s son, he was humble. He did not wear fancy robes, but 

only simple clothes so as not to show off. Late at night, courtiers would find him 

on his knees in prayer before the doors of the church. When he did fall asleep, 

Casimir stretched out on the floor instead of a soft bed. 

When Casimir was not even fifteen years of age, some of the noblemen in 

Hungary asked him to be their king. The Hungarian king, Casimir’s uncle, had 

died without an heir, and different nobles supported different men to be the 

next king. The king of Poland ordered Casimir to go to Hungary and fight for 

the kingship. Casimir obeyed his father and led an army to Hungary; but when 

he arrived, it became clear that he could not win. Casimir did not want to spill 

his soldiers’ blood in vain, so he ordered the retreat, even though he knew this 

would anger his father. The king punished his son by imprisoning him in a nearby 

castle for three months. From then on, Casimir refused to participate in war.

Casimir made a promise to God to remain unmarried so that he could 

dedicate his life entirely to Him; however, the king tried to arrange a marriage 

for Casimir with the daughter of Emperor Frederick III. While Casimir obeyed his 

father as his king, he would not break a promise he had made to God, an even 

higher King. He refused the marriage and spent the next twelve years of his life 

in prayer and serving others. 

At the king’s court, Casimir always urged his father to rule with justice. He 

noticed that often people forgot to take care of the poor. Casimir would quietly 

point out this neglect to his father so that the poor could be taken care of 

throughout the kingdom. Because of his service to them, the poor loved him, 

and he was known as the “Father of the Poor.” When Casimir was only twenty-

five years old, he grew ill and died a holy death. St. Casimir, help me to serve 

Jesus before all others!
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