
St. Monica

331–387

Feast Day: 
August 27 

Monica was born in Northern Africa. Her parents 
gave her in marriage to a pagan man, Patricius. 
Monica loved Patricius even though he sometimes 
said mean things to her and lost his temper. Patricius 
and Monica had three children.

Monica was Christian, and she wanted her husband 
and children to be Christian too. She asked God to 
help her husband resist sin. She was patient and 
loving. After they had been married almost 20 years, 
her husband converted to Christianity and was 
baptized. He died one year later. 

Monica’s son Augustine went away to school. He 
started living a wicked life. She prayed for her son to 
believe in Jesus and be good. When Augustine went 
to Italy, Monica followed him. She introduced him to 
the bishop. They prayed for Augustine and taught him 
more about Jesus.

Monica learned to pray more simply. She gave what 
she had to the poor. She was grateful to God when 
Augustine converted to Christianity. Monica and 
Augustine were both happy. Monica told her son, 
“There was indeed one thing for which I wished … 
and that was that I might see you a Catholic Christian 
before I died.”
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