
Bl. Miguel Pro Juárez

1891-1927

Feast Day:  
November 23

Miguel was born in Guadeloupe, Mexico. His family 
was devoutly Catholic. Miguel was called to become a 
priest. 

While he was preparing, the government in Mexico 
started making bad laws. It became illegal to be 
Catholic. Churches had to close. Many priests were 
killed. Miguel and his classmates escaped. He was 
made a priest in 1925. 

Even though it was dangerous, Fr. Pro wanted to 
return to Mexico. He got permission to go. He began 
helping people in secret. He would wear disguises 
to stay safe. Sometimes he would dress as a beggar. 
Other times he dressed as a businessman. He even 
dressed as a policeman to give Holy Communion to 
people in prison. 

Someone told the police what Fr. Pro was doing. He 
was arrested. The government lied and said Fr. Pro 
had tried to kill the president of Mexico. Even though 
he was innocent, Fr. Pro was sentenced to death. He 
forgave his executioners, and prayed out loud for God 
to forgive them. His last words were “Viva Cristo Rey,” 
which means “Praise Christ the King!”

© SOPHIA INSTITUTE FOR TEACHERS

23




